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The impact of sprawl on open farmland
There are majorly three major effects of urban sprawl on farmland. A theoretical model has been designed to represent these effects which include effects on agricultural returns, conversion of farmland to urban uses, and speculative effect. Urban sprawl and farmland have become major policy issues of concern. Expansion of urban areas has decreased farmland in many of the major cosmopolitan areas. This conversion of farmland to urban centers affects the development component of farmland values and also increases agricultural rent.
Summary
This paper aims at describing the current conditions of farmland due to sprawl, the significance of the lost areas, and growth projections that threaten future harm. The paper will also include policy strategies being considered for farmland. The paper also discusses other impacts of sprawl on open farmland including loss of open farmland whereby sprawl is asserting farmland at a rate of 1.2 million acres and has led to the loss of open farmland.
The values of farmland have been increasing at higher rates. Land value reports indicate a 22% increase in farmland value and prices increasing to up to 25% as of 2011. Other reports state that there is a double increase in farmland value in the Midwest and Great Plains states. There has been a relative decrease in farmland sales. This is attributed to the unavailability of farms being sold but not the lack of demand for farmland. Sprawl has contributed to this rise in farmland value. The loss of farmland due to sprawl has led to reduced farmland making its value increase for there are high supply and demand fundamentals (Chen et al. 2018).                                                                                                                                                           Lost farmland has been used for urban expansion.  Farmland has been converted to development with 3.2 million acres of farmland lost mostly to development in the United States. Loss of farmland has hindered farm-to-big-city and has emphasized local farming.  Farmland loss has affected agricultural production. This is likely to improve agricultural technologies to increase production in the less available farmlands. These lost farmlands to urban development have contributed to economic costs, air, and water pollution as well as resource problems.                                                                                                   Loss of farmland may present great harm to future agricultural production.  Reduced farmland means that less land is left for agriculture which then implies reduced agricultural produce. If farmland continues to be lost to sprawl then there might be no land left for agriculture in the future (Nechyba, 2004). In order to solve these issues, farmers should be forbidden from selling their farmlands to developers.                                                                                                                                 Many communities have taken up measures to protect farmland from sprawl. Local governments, for example, have adopted programs and regulatory strategies to protect farmland from non-farm uses by restricting development on farmland (Perrin, 2013). Such strategies include farm mitigation, conservation development regulations, agricultural zoning, purchase or transfer of development rights programs, and agricultural buffers.
Conclusion
Farmland is an important resource both nationally and locally. However, many communities have witnessed a significant loss of this vital resource due to sprawl. This may present great harm in future agricultural production if not managed. Local governments have however implemented regulatory strategies to protect farmland and support the agricultural sectors.
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